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HUMANITY’S LYRE. . 
: For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
HE SINNED-AGAINST AND THE SINNING. 


BY REV. E. W. REYNOLDS. 


hey brought him forth from his dungeon grim, 
With fierce and bitter sneers, 

nd words that might have moved the heart 

Of a pagan god to tears! 

‘hey draggod him thence to a scaffold top, 
Where Death’s grim servant stood, 

nd turned for praise of the multitude, 

Who panted for his blood ! 


Now stand thee forth, thou man of crime, 
And bend thy gaze on those 

Vhom thou so bitterly hast wronged, 
And who’re of right thy foes ! 

‘ow think thee of the anguish-cries 

That thou hast wrung from them, 

nd say, can stars yet glow for thee 

In Merey’s diadem ?’ 


Ie raised his head—that sinning man, 
With damp and furrowed brow, 

ud heaven’s impartial sunshine falls 
Where Pity comes not now. 

Vith fleshless hand, from that pale brow 
He brush’d the matted hair, 

nd, with unavailing eye, he inet 

The multitude’s fierce stare. 


# That I from Duty’s path have roam’d 
' I seek not to deny, 
Bu read I now forgiveness there 
Along yon bending sky; 

‘orgiveness that man knoweth not, 

But which he yet may crave, 

Vhen, like my own, his star shall sink 

Deep in Death’s ocean’s wave. 


‘e throng me here, like tiger-hosts 
That, panting, wait for prey, 
What ye may gloat your eyes upon 
My breathless, bloodless clay ! 
And here are men, with Jong dark gowns, 
Who wait to pen my words; 
lhey’re holy men, so let them write 
What burns my spirit-chords! 





\ father’s priceless, matchless cure, 
A mother’s gentle tone, 

A home's attractions, sweet and dear, 
This heart hath never known. 

Sefore my young life’s aim was made, 
All these were snatched from me, 
nd 1 on pilgrimage was sent 
To Mammon’s charity! 


od oft I felt the Orphan’s wov, 
And oft I wept its tears ; 
ts dregs of bitterness I’ve drunk, 
For two-score gloomy years; 
‘ompassion heeded not my wants, 
Cold Avarice mock’d my cries; 
Religion paused not to translate 
The language of my sighs! 
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Thus scorned, neglected and despised, 
Why wonder that my heart 
Should throb for Wrong, when Right enjoined 
Its votaries to depart? 
What though Temptation did deceive, 
And lead me to this doom ? 
Hers was the first compassion’d ray 
That lit my being’s gloom! 
And as ye gaze upon me now, 
Revenge gleams in your eyes; 
And ye would bar my clouded soul 
From yonder gentle skies! 
But think ye, as your dark-lined brows 
Hang o’er this form, crime-sere, 
That you have nerved my heart to sin 
The sin that brought me here.’ 
* * + * * * 
O Thou who sway’s the universe ’ 
By power of Love supreme, 
Shed down upon man’s erring heart, 
From Thy great soul, a beam 
Of that benevolence that draws 
To Concord Heavyen’s great Mind, 
And speed the time when Friendship’s chain 
Shall link all human kind. 
Sherman, NW. ¥. 
aS 


PRISONDDS PRIBWD. 


REFLECTIONS IN PRISON. 
NUMBER III, 


From time immemorial, it has been the 
custom to punish men for certain offences, 
without regard to mercy or humanity. Man 
has ever been inhumanly ingenious to invent 
new pains and punishments for his fellow-man, 
without pausing to reflect on the ultimate con- 
sequences, But the time has at length arrived 
when at least a portion of mankind begin to 
inquire, what right have we to punish, to 
what end do we punish, and what are the ef- 
fects of punishment on the mind? To the first 
I have nothing to say, farther than I never 
doubted the right of the law to take cogni- 
zance of crime; as to the second; it is now, | 
believe universally admitted to be reformation, 
but the last is a question on which there are 
various opinions, and one that bas occupied 
my attention for the last few years, and in 
which I have had some experience, and the 
result of that experience is, that punishment 
operates directly against reformation. A gen- 
tleman in an eminent work on the sulject has 
graphically described this feature of the law 
in the following words: ‘ The law says, thou 
hast offended, I must punish.’ Here, I think, 
the law doth err. {t would do better to use 
the more parental language, my son, thou art 
fallen, give me thine hand, and with the as- 
sistance of him who is all-sufficient to assist, 
I will raise thee to thy proper positien in so- 
ciety. Isay if the law, or rather the State, 
after the sentence of the law is passed on the 
offender, would adopt the character of a kind 
parent, would go forth a little way to meet 
her prodigal sons, she would reclaim many, 
who from their present course of treatment 
are lost to her forever, Vice is indegenous 
to every human heart, and if not well pruned 
and kept under in early youth, if not nipped 
in the bud, it springs up rank and Inxurious, 
and beings forth abundant fruit. But reforna- 
tion is a plant of slow and tender growth, and 
like an exotic requires the fostering hand of 
kindness, the genial influence of inductive 
measures to assist in bringing it to maturity. 
Man is by nature a contumacious being, self- 
willed and obstinate, ever prone to defend and 
justify, rather than submit and acknowledge 
his faults. We have a remarkable instance 
of this in the first man that was born ofa wo- 
man, on his being called to account. for the 
crime of fraticide, and these qualities appear 
to have descended unimpaired to the present 
generation, you may break his neck in the at- 
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tempt, but you cannot make him kiss the rod. 
By gentle and persuasive means you may bend 
him, and in many instanees, you may lead 
him like a child, but habituate him to punish- 
ment and severity, and. he becomes obdurate. 
[ was first led to these refleetions from a con- 
versation with an Inspector of this Institution, 
in which he expressed some surprise at my 
speaking of the punishments within these 
walls, He assured me that it was the wish of 
the Inspectors to do away with all punish- 
ments beyond the term of A man’s impirson- 
ment, and requested me to write down what 
I considered punishments in this prison, but I 
felt reluctant to do so at that time, for I had 
experienced much kindness from the warden 
and my overseer, and thought it would appear 
like ingratitude or complaint, both of which I 
wish to avoid, for I feel that myself with every 
man in the house have much to be thankful 
for; but subsequently a geutleman who has 
frequently visited me in kindness, and held 
some conversation with me on this and other 
subjects, expressed a wish that I would give 
my views and experience in prison matters, 
and lastly, my own overseer, knowing that I 
had been in the Baltimore priséns, avked me 
which system I thought most favorable to re- 
formation, and from my reply and the reasons 
I gave, he also expressed a desire that I would 
endeavor to say something on the subject; ul- 
timately I concluded to commit my thoughts to 
paper, but in so doing, I feel »omething like 
a mariner, cast adrift on the wide ocean, with- 
out chart or compass; deficient even in the 
rudiments of grammar or any other branch of 
education that might assist me in collecting 
and arranging my scattered ideas, my remarks 
must necessarily be of a desultory character. 
But I have resolved to do my best, and the 
best can do nomore. In what I relate as facts 
I shall strictly adhere to truth, and my senti- 
ments shall be given in sincerity; for my opin- 
ions, they must pass through the regular or- 
deal, and will doubtless be received for what 
theyare worth. My object is not to panegyr- 
ize the separate system, but to point out what 
I eonceive to be the defects in beth. The su- 
periority of the Pennsylvania system over that 
of the Auburn must be manifest to every im- 
partial inquirer, or if any one still remains in 
doubt, let him first divest his mind of partiality 
or prejudice, and visit two prisons, each on the 
different systems, and spend a few hours in an 
unrestrained conversation with the prisoners. 
If this does not remove his doubts, he may 
read some of the most popular works on the 
subject some of which are replete with truth 
and reason. Let him add to this the fact of the 
wide and rapid extension throughout the <dif- 
ferent countries of Europe of the one system, 
while the other is fast going into disrepute; 
and if he still doubt, he must be an unreason- 
able man. ‘Those persons for whom I write, 
will not expect anything like system or ar- 
rangement in my remarks; but I propose, as 
the easiest and plainest way of conveying my 
ideas, to take a brief review of the two years I 
passed in the Baltimore prison, with my re- 
flections on circumstances as they occurred 
at the time, together with some of the conver- 
sions { held with the different prisoners, and 
some remarks on the most prominent features 
ot the Institution. I shall then take precisely 
the same course with regard to this Institution, 
and give my refleetions on entcring the house, 
and such circumstances as inay have occur- 
red, that appear worthy of note, and conclude 
with some remarks on crime, and what ap- 
pears to me the chief obstacles to reforma- 
tion. 
ResPecTeED Sir: 

You will probably have heard ere this note mects 
your eye, that the Governor in his clemency has 
been pleased to release me from my unfortunate sit- 





uation. But 1 could not leave the house without 
first saying a few words in acknowledgment of the 
many favors I have received at your hands, ‘The 
two books I haye belonging to you I leave in the 
care of Mr. Smith, for which and all favors of a 
similar nature, 1 beg you will accept my sincere 
thanks. The handbills and some phamphlets with 
which you presented me | take with me, not so 
much on account of the benefit to be derived from 
the last, as in remembrance of the donor. It has 
been my lot to spend about six years of my 
life in prison, and during that time, you, sir, are the 
only person, as an unoflicial visiter, whoever spoke 
a word in real kindness, or appeared at all interest- 
ed in my fate, and be assured sir, that whatever 
may be my future circumstances in life, your disin- 
terested kindness to me will ever be remembered 
with feelings of pleasure and gratitude. 
present moment, I cannot trust my feelings to speak 
of my after course of life, but at some future period, 
if [ ean speak of myself satisfactorily, which T hope 
and trust I shall be enabled to do, I will take the 
liberty to address a few lines to you on the subject, 
believing that anything connected with this Institu- 
tion or its inmates will never be treated with indif- 
ference by you. In the meantime sir, with my 
best wishes for your present and future happiness, 
permit me to subseribe myself, 
Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES 
Philadelphia, Jan. 21st., 1845. 





HE WAS WELL WORTH SAVING. 
NUMBER III. 

One item more, and I have done, and my 
story of truth is told, Among the twenty 
persons saved was one who owed his life to 
the captain: nineteen had, by various ways, 
heen taken from the wreck, and she was left 
to go down with all her rich cargo on board; 


all were intent with eager eyes, watching, | 
she was just about to sink, when a being, | 


more dead than alive, was seen creeping on 
his hands and knees towards the side of the 
deck; he had scarcely strength enough to raise 
his head and look toward the Washington, 
much less to call for help. The nineteen 
saved knew him at once, they saw the sick 
young gentleman who came a passenger, but 
as he was obliged to keep his berth nearly all 
the time on the voyage, was, during the hurry 
and confusien, forgotten, till he crept on deck. 
All saw that he would be gone in a moment— 
quicker than thought, if possible, the cap- 
tain of the Washington leaped to his boat, 
followed by two of the saved, and the next 
instant they pushed off; all was silent as the 
grave; save the roar of the angry billows, and 
the rushing of the wind; every eye was fixed 
upon the wreck and the beat; no one spoke, 
they reached the vessel, she was fast sinking 
down, down to the coral bed; hark! what his- 
sing sound is that? He will not be saved, 
was the thought of each heart, nota word 
was spoken; but see! the captain leaps on 
board, the wreck sinks beneath his feet, togeth- 
er they go down—all is lost—they look with 
eager eyes, no vestige of the wreck is to be 
seen, rising in her place, as from the deep, is 
the captain, holding in one hand the sick young 
man—a few moments more and all are safe 
on board the Washington; by degrees the 
invalid gained strength and seemed to grow 
better by his late Janger and excitement. 

Our gallant captain, on his arrival at our 


At the | 





and brother, the father steps forward, extends 
| both his hands, the captain does the same; now, 
for the first time, the two look at each other, 
each fastens his eye upon the other, they 
seem to have a faint idea of having met before, 
the captain is lost a moment in deep reflection, 
with his head downward; he raises it and a 
peculiar smile passes over his countenance; 
he stands erect, and, with an indescribable 
look of victory, he says, in aclear, but. firm 
voice, ‘ this is my revenge,’ in another moment 
he was in his carriage and on his way to the 
Tremont House 
I could go on and tell you how each person 
on board the Washington, received medals 
for their valor; I could also tell you that after 
this Judge with his own hands, (being the 
largest contributor, by far,) had presented the 
captain with a most expensive service of plate, 
eased his conscience a little by saying to him- 
| self, ‘after all, Iam more than half inclined 
to think it was the hard sentence I gave him, 
that made a man of him.” Such is poor hu- 
man nature. I could tell you how Richard, 
on reaching prison, worked day after day, to 
he aman, how; by degrees, he disciplined his 
mind to seek to do geod as his secret revenge. 
Dear reader, you have here three important 
periods in a prisoner’s life; think of the re- 
sult. Do not forget the friendly aid’ and en- 
couragement poor Richard had, when his 
friend met him after his discharge; and were 
| it not for this kindness, no one knows but he 
| would have been returned to prison again. 
| Never forget, then, to aid the poor discharged 
| prisoner, and by so doing lead a fallen brother 
| to trust in God, for they are all worth saving. 
HOWARD. 

















Spirit of Love. 
BY PROFESSOR T. C, UPHAM. 


| 


| Beyond all question, it is the unalterable 
| constitution of nature that there is efficaey, di- 
vine, unspeakable efficacy in love. The ex- 
| hibition of kindnesss has the power to bring 
|even the irrational animals into subjection, . 
| Show kindness to a dog and he will remem- 
| ber it ; he will be grateful; he will infallibly 
return love for love. Show kindness te, a 
| lion, and you can lead him by the mane, you 
ean thrust your hand into his mouth; you ean 
| melt the untamed ferocity of his heart into af- 
fection stronger than death. In all of God’s 
vast and upbounded creation, there is not a 
living and sentient being, from the least to the 
largest, not one, not even the outcast and de- 
| graded serpent, that. is insensible to acts of 
| kindness. Iflove, such as our blessed Savior 
manifested, could be introduced into the world 
and exert its appropriate dominion, it would 
‘restore a state of things far more cheering, 
| far brighter than the fabulous age of gold; it 
‘would annihilate every sting; it would pluek 
| every poisonous tooth; it would hush every 
discordant voice. Even the inanimate crea- 
tion is not insensible to this divine influence. 
The bud and flower and fruit put forth most 
abundently and beautifully where the hand of 
kindness is extended for their culture. And if 
this blessed influence should extend itself over 
the earth, a moral garden of Eden would exist 
in every land; instead of the thorn and the 
| briar, would spring up the fig-tree and the 
| myrtle; the desert would blossom and the sol- 

















itary place be made glad. 





port, would have no one bring this sick young 

man to his father but himself. They tke a | Snr ee 

carriage, soon it stops in front of a splendid | &3- The Governor of Pennsylvania Mas 

house in F— street, they ring, the door opens, | signed the death warrant for the execution of 
the captain takes the young man in his arms, | Charles Mosler, convicted of the murder of 
carries him into the house and places him in| Eve Masler, his wife. The day fixed for 

the arms of his aged father; they embrace | bringing his earthly career to a close, ig Fri-. 
each other with almost childlike fondness, | day, the 23d day of April next. This dread 

then his mother, with streaming tears, takes | intelligence was communicated tothe prison- 

her son to her bosom, and then two lovely | er oa Wednesday, andreceived. by, him, with 

The first exciteme ies calmness, expressing thanks that so 





sisters are embraced. 


over and all turn.te, the savior of their child | much time had been allowed. 
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From the Christian Citizen, 
The First Murder, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE @ERMAN OF GESSNER, 

So dreamed Cain, and trembled in his sleep, 
as Abel, who had found him beneath the sha- 
ded rock, stoed before him, With eyes filled 
with love, he looked epon him ‘and spoke 
with sweetly flowing voiee: ‘O that thou 
wouldst soon awake, brother, that my affec- 
tionate heart might tell thee all its feelings; 
that I might throw my arm about thee. But 
stilled be my langing wish, be silent ye winds, 
among the shrubs, Sing not too nigh; ye 
birds, that refreshing rest leave him not, while 
yet, perchance, his weary limbs require: its 
influence ! 

But, now pale lies he there, disquieted! 
Anger sits on his brow. Wherefore do you 
molest him, ye frightful dreams? Leave his 
soul in quiet.. Come, ye fancy images of 
sweet domestic cares and soft endearments, 
and all that is beautiful in the soul, and smi- 
ling in all nature; fill his imagination with 
serenity and delight, that joy may smile, as a 
spring-tide morning on his brow, and songs 
of praise flow from his lips when he awakes. 
While thus he spoke, he looked upon his 
prother with eyes filled with tender love, and 
with anxious expectation. 

As ashaggy lion, slumbering ona shaded 
rock, (the anxions wanderer with noisless step 
ata distance passes by, for peril threatens 
from the mane that shades the forehead of 
the sleeping brute,) like him, when suddenly 
he feels the deep wounds of swift-winged 
shafts within his flesh, and swiftly springs 
forth with a terrific roar, and raging seeks his 
foe, and rends an innocent child that was 
sporting near with flowers among the herbs; 
even thus sudden sprang forth Cain from his 
sleep, foaming, with raging madness seated 
on his brow like a black cloud, and stamped 
against the earth, 

‘ Open thou earth!’ cried he, ‘ and swallow 
me, swallow me deep in the pit. Iam mis- 
erable, and, O dreadful sight! my children are 
miserable. Still thou wilt not open to me; in 
vain I entreat it. He, the Almighty Judge, de- 
nies it thee, and to pursue me with all dread- 
ful sights, draws away the curtain, and lets 
me see out into the abyss of the future. 
Cursed, cursed be that hour, when my mother 
first felt travailing pangs! Cursed be the 
place where sbe bent beneath the throes of 
childbirth! What over it stands be destroyed, 
and who will there plant, let him have sarrow, 
and the seatterred seed be lost; and let some 
terror shake the bones of him who shall pass 
over it! 


Se cursed the miserale man, as Abel, pale 
as in the hour of death, with tottering steps 
approached. ‘ Beloved!’ he stammered, ‘ but 
ne! O, I tremble. One of the rejected 
spirits whom God’s thunder hurled from 
Heaven, bears deceitfully his form and blas- 
phemes! Where is my brother? Alas! I 
flee! where art thou, my brother, that | may 
bless thee ?? 

‘Here is he!’ thundered Cain, ‘ here! thou 
smiling, tearful pet of the Avenger and of all 
nature! thou, whose serpent progeny alone in 
the world must be happy! Alone—and 
why not? Surely the mother must bear one 
who should beget bond-servants to the tribe 
of the blessed; beasts of burden, whereby 
the favored number might not exhaust their 
pleasure-devoted strength by rigid labor! 
Ha! a hell kindles in my bosom with all its 
torments !” 

* Cain! my brother!’ said Abel, with anaze- 
ment and affection in his countenance, ‘what 
hatefal dream hath crossed thee? Beloved! 
I came with the morning azure to seek thee, 
with the coming day to bless thee. But, O, 
what a tempest is raging around thee here! 
How unfriendly thou dust receive my tender 
affection! When, ah! when shall dawn that 
day again, when between us there was peace, 
and harmless, untroubled love bloom in the 
soul again with sweet repose and every smi- 
ling joy; that day, for which the grieved fath- 
er and tender mother so fondly sigh? O Cain, 
Cain! why tramplest thou to the earth that 
delight with which thou didst gladden us, 
when [ enraptured wept in thy arms! Have 
{ injured thee, my brother, unconsciously in- 
jured thee? ‘Then, by all that is holy, I ad- 
jure thee, break forth from the raging tempest; 
forgive me, and let me fold thee in my arms! 


Thus spoke Abel, and approached entreat- 
ingly to embrace his brother: but Cain sprang 
back. 


“Ha serpent!—thou wouklst coil around 
me! thus crying, he raised his threatening 
arm, and through the shrieking air he’ hurled 
his mace against Abel’s head The 
sank down before him, and with crushed 
brains, looked upon him once- more with for- 
giveness in his staring eyes, and died. From 
his golden locks the blood overflows the mur- 
derer’s feet. 


innocent 











Cain stood in the mortal paleness of stu- 
pifying terror. Cold sweat o’erflowed his 
trembling limbs, He saw the last struggling 
agonies of the strieken one, and the running, 
smoking blood, ‘Cursed blow!’ cried he, 
‘Brother! awake—awake, brother! How 
pale his ¢ountenanee! how stare his eyes! 
how flows the blood from his head! Misera- 
ble me! Infernal terrors!’ 

Thus howled he, and foaming hurled afar 
the blood-sprinkled mace. Now tottered he 
to the stricken, and would raise him from the 
earth, Abel!—brother!—awake! Ha!—in- 
fernal tortures seize me! how hangs his blood- 
dripping head! how weak! Dead—O, tor- 
ments of hell! he is dead! I will fly! Haste, 
ye trembling knees!’ Thus howled he, and 
fled into a neighboring thicket. 








PRISON BRIS PRBS D> 


‘1 SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF 
DEATH UNTIL | MAVE THE INFALLIGILITYOF HUMAN JUDG- 
MENT DEMONSTRATED TO ME.’---Lafavelle. 


BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 10, 1847. 











Convicts for the Army. 


Our readers will remember that we alluded, 
a short time since, to a proposition made by 
Mr. Dickson in the Arkansas Legislature, 
to enlist the inmates of the State Prisons into 
the Army. Since we noticed the fact, some 
other papers have noticed the same. We said 
then that we thought that instead of its being 
an insult to the Army, it was in reality an in- 
sult to the convicts; that we believed most 
of the convicts had more self-respect than to 
engage in such an infernal business. But af- 
ter all, the State would be doing only the same 
work for the Army that the Army would be 
doing for the State. The Penitentiary fur-} 
nishes convicts for the Army, and the Army 
will in turn furnish convicts for the Peniten- 
tiary. Itis only changing work for a little | 
while. We trust the volunteers will remem-| 
ber their companions, and if they find they can 
endure their brother convict in the camp,- we 
hope they will feel more sympathy for him 
when they meet him in the peaceful walks of 
life. It was a strange proposition to make to 
a Legislature. We should like to know the 
fate of the bill. We have not time now to 
enter more largely into the subject, but we 
subjoin an able article from the Christian 





PRISONER’S FRIEND. 


Hutchinsons in Prison, 


On Wednesday last these minstrels were in- 
vited to sing at the Mass. State Prison. In 
company with some friends, we attended. 

Meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Chapin, of Boston. The Hutchiusons 
then sung some of their most beautiful pieces 
to the convicts. We took a list of the names 
of the songs,.which we give to gratify our 
readers:— | 


1, My Mother’s Bible. 

2. Song of the Prisoner: words by Oliver 
Johnson, of New-York. — 
‘ The convict immured in the prison’s cold cell, 
Away from the friends who have loved him so well, 
In silence sits musing on the scenes of the past, 
His heart full of grief, his tears falling fast: 
piercing his groans! how pla‘ntive his moans— 


How pi 
‘I’m only a prisoner whom nobody owns.’ 


3. The Cot where we were born. 


‘We stood upon the mountain height, 
And viéwed the vallies o’er: 
The sun’s last ray, with mellow light, 
Illumed the distant shore. 
We gazed with rapture on the scene, 
Where first in youth’s bright morn 
We played, where near us stood serene, 
The Cot where we were born.’ 
4. Good Morning. 
5. Farmer’s Song. 
6. King Alcohol. 
7. There’s a good time coming. 
‘ There’s a good time coming, boys— 
A good time coming; 
We may not live to see the day, 
But earth shall glisten in the ray 
Of the good time coming. 
Cannon Balls may aid the trath, 
But THouGHT’s a weapon stronger, 
We'll win oar battle by its aid— 
Wait a little longer.’ 


Remarks were interspersed with the sing- 
ing by Rev. Mr. Chapin, Dr. Walter Chan- 
ing, J. M. Spear, C. Spear, and by three 
prisoners, Christian Meadows, the author of 
the ‘ Prisoner’s Address to his Mother,’ and 
several other pieces; by James and Wm. 
Bradley, the two brothers who prepared ‘the 
Song of the Convict,’ which was published 
in the first number of our present vol., and 
which is soon to be printed in sheet music. 


This was one of the most delightful _meet- 
ings we ever attended. We saw the power 
of music upon the heart of the prisoner, its 
henign and softening influence. We saw the 
reformatory power of song upon those whom 
society had cast off. We really believe that 
more true reformation would take place under 





Register, an Unitarian paper in this city :— 

‘ Who are better fitted for the work than the con- 
victs of our State Prisons? They have no trouble- 
some scruples. They are already broken to the 
harness. ‘They have no superfine consciences, that 
need to be dulled a little—no officious reason, that 
is clamoring about right and humanity—no re- 
spectabilities that need to be foregone—domestic 
ties that need a second ruptare—no business rela- 
tions to be interfered with. In fact, both for them- 
selves and the community, the exchange would not 
be robbery. They are generally able-bodied, shrewd 
and effective men. They are already, by habit, a 
species of guerilla warriors in society, and they 
could easily turn their powers into this new and 
more ample field. ‘The expense and trouble of their 
maintenance would of course be saved, and other 
men would then be able to stay at home and attend 
to their business. It is a most eapital plan, and 
ought to be immediately taken up and acted upon 
without delay. . 

Nor are we, in making the recommendation, going 
counter to the usages of either the past or the pres- 
ent. The nations of antiquity not unfrequently em- 
ployed those guilty of some crime in their armies, 
and at present our gallant enemies, the Mexicans, 
have anticipated us in this economical expenditure 
of the public morals, by taking that which was al- 
ready spoiled. 

As it regards ‘our gallant army,’ it is no doubt 
true that it has fallen into gallantries enough in the 
Mexican cities to fully entitle them to this epithet. 
But we very much doubt whether they would take 
it in such very high dudgeon to be thus hajuthadall 4 
unless it was from the fear that they should be out-| 


Judging by letters from | 





done at their own arts. 
the army itself, and the character of multitades of | 


the volunteers, they are not such a pacific and or-| 


the power of music than by any other instru- 
mentality. Every one saw its great power 
upon the human soul, Inno way can the 
Hutchinsons effect so much good as by going 
within the prison walls. ‘The public authori- 
ties everywhere should seek their aid. It 
would, in fact, be a matter of economy, for 
there is no way in which the State gains so 
much as in the reformation of its Criminals. 


We were glad the Prisoners had the oppor- 
tunity of thanking the singers for themselves. 
It must have been a great privilege to those 
who spoke; they seemed deeply affected. 
During the singing of ‘My Mother’s Bible’ 
especially, we saw the tear start from the eye. 
Christian Meadows related an incident toshow 











a mother’s influence in prison. A _ convict! 


came to the prison who was exceedingly cast | 
dewn and 


melancholy; he seemed almost | 
broken hearted. One day, Meadows ventured | 

: . | 
to speak to him: ‘What makes you look so| 


sad?’ said he, ‘ and how long is your sentence ?? | 


‘Only one year,’ he replied. ‘ Why,’ said | 
Meadows, ‘I have got to stay here six years! ; 
‘ Ah?! said the convict, ‘ but I have a mother !? | 
And he thought of the words of that mother | 
now he was separated from her. Let those. 


young men who despise parental influence, | 


think of this affecting incident. The day | 
may come when the words which now pass, 
by unheeded, will sink deep into their souls; 
when indeed separated from the parental roof, | 
they will think of the words of warning and 
of kindness. 


Te the latest hour of life, we shall remem- | 


derly and moral race that they need to dread moral | ber this interesting season. We felt refreshed 


contamination, if brought into contact with vietims| and encouraged as we looked on the efforts 


} 


since the benevolent labors of a Robinson, a Berry | 


of Charlestown and Sing Sing. On the contrary, 
and a Farnham, we should have great hope that our | 
jail birds would, as they flew to a more southern lat-| 
itude, carry many a lesson of truth and piety from | 
their chaplains and wardens and sabbath schools, | 
which would rebuke the manners and morals of Mat- | 
amoras and Monterey.’ 


Rev. Treopvore Parker’s SERMON ON THE | 
Treatment oF Criminacs. I had the pleas- 
ure, Sunday before last, of hearing a most 
Mr. Parker on the 


proper treatment of criminals. 


excellent sermon from 
He is, as is 
well known, opposed to Capital Punishment, | 
goes for the abolition of prisons, for the estab-| 
lishment of moral hospitals, and the reforma-! 


tion of the criminal. It was a most able ser- 


now making to ameliorate the condition of 
the prisoner. What would have been thought 
a few years since, to have even made the! 
proposal to have a concert within the prison | 
walls? The man who would have ventured | 
the would have heen deemed | 
worthy of a place within the walls of the 
prison himself. A good time is coming, yea, 
Our prisons will soon become 


suggestion, 


has come. 


| schools for reformation, instead of mere places 


We returned home refreshed 
A thou- 


of confinement. 
and encouraged in our great work. 


sand thanks are due to the Warden for his 


kindness. Heaven grant that he may remain 
in his office for many years to come.—c. s. | 


~ ¥ . | 
Convict Lasor. The Pope has issued a de- | 








Rev. Samuel J, May’s Lecture at Roch- 
ester, N. Y., on Capital Ponishment. 


Our excellent friend, S, J. May, is lectur- 
ing in the State of New York from time to 
time against Capital Punishment. He has te- 
cently lectured im Rochester on this subject. 
His points, as we learn by the Democrat of 
that place, were: 


Ist. That hanging is cowardly, because 

OF one wretch is already helpless and_hum- 
, and prevented from doing any farther 

mischief, 

2d. That hanging was cruel and demoral- 
izing; there was no need to argue this, because 
civilized States are now unwilling to Jet the 
gallows be publicly seen. This concedes 
nearly all reformers say of the immediate ef- 
fect of Capital Punishment. 

8d. That the subjects of this punishment 
are generally those whom society has kept ig- 
norant and got drunk. 

4th. That this highest penalty is not in- 
flicted on the highest offenders, on those who 
murder the soul, who seduce and ruin all that 
is immortal in man. 

5th. That the gallows is vindictive, not re- 
formatory; and all our religion is based on the 
recovery of man. ‘The more outrageous the 
attendant eircumstances, the more hopeless 
any attempt at reprieve or commutation of 
sentence, 

6th. The State has no authority to take 
human life. A man has not this right ia him- 
self, except in the extreme peril of his own 
life; and a number of men cannot create new 
rights by coming together—rights whieh God 
and nature condemn in the suicide. 

7th. ‘The Gospel gives no sanction to this 
legalized crime; and the single passage in 
Genesis urged in its behalf is torn out from 
its natural connection, changed from a proph- 
ecy into a command, and was never urged in 
Scripture as judicial, nor observed as a Divine 
injunction. Simeon and Levi murdered all 
Shechem; and were only reproved, not hung. 
Abimelech’s armor-bearer stabbed him; there 
was no punishment of the murderer. Doe 
slew eighty-five priests; and ‘ whoso sheddet 
man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed,’ 
was not heard of. David butehered the Am- 
alekite directly, and Uriah indirectly, and was 
not hung. Absalom murdered Ammna, and 
was forgiven. Moses himself slew a man, and 
went free, just as Cain and Lamech had done; 
and yet people pretend that this sentence upon 
every kind of blood-shedding binds us now. 

Mr. Hosmer, of Buffalo, followed with some 
very touching remarks, and Mr. Holland clos- 
ed the meeting. Notwithstanding the bitter 
storm without, the audience was quite large, 


with the exposition that had been made of this 
highly interesting reform. 

We percieve that the editor of the Roches- 
ter American is out ‘against this lecture. The 
discussion of this subject must do great good. 


— eee 


| 


/emy. 


and gave every me apr of satisfaction | 
a 





beeen, ¥ them in their benevolent enter. 
prise, 


| pay for it. 





Nortu»Krxestror, Jan. 80, 1847, 
Messas, Grfanies ann J. M. Spear: 
Dear Sins—Myself and family are much 
pleased with the ‘Prisoner’s Friend,’ an 
consider it the most valuable paper in circula- 


through the influence of my respected friend 
John Hall, Esq., late of North Kingston, now 
deceased, I was much opposed to the prin. 
ciples it advocated, but after receiving a few 
| Bumbers I soon became convinced that its 


| Christian should possess, and I hope the time 
isnot far distant when every prison in the 
United States will enjoy the objects it is con- 
tending for. 
Yours respectfully, 
' GEORGE T. NICHOLS, 








Discussion in Hopkinton, Mass. 


Last Thursday evening, I teok part in a 
discussion at Hopkinton, on the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment. The usual arguments, 
pro and con, were presented. The Bible was 
not forgotten. It was asserted that it was in 
favor of the gallows. The Rev. Mr. Web- 
ster was in favor of Capital Punishment, and 
said he could hang a man and at the same 


| time love him, do him good, and pray for him! 


He denied that Lafayette was in favor of the 
abolition of the death penalty, and so did Mr. 
Foster the preceptor of the Hopkinton Acaid- 
There is room for them to learn more 
before they die. I hope they will do so, The 
debate was a spirited one, and will do good, 
I thihk.—s. . s. 





Groton. 
the Unitarian minister in this town. We 
found a free pulpit. In the morning we 
preached about the criminal in prison. In the 
afternoon, the criminal out of prison, or when 
discharged. In the evening we held a social! 
meeting at. the house of the pastor, We 








EDITORS’ TABLE. 








We hope it will be continued.—s. m. s. 





Notices of the Prisoner’s Friend, 


We are encouraged in our labors for the | 
prisoner not unfrequently, by the kind words 
of our benevolent friends. We publish below 
some notices of our paper, and we pray that 
our course in future may be such as to secure | 
the continued approbation of the wise and 
good, | 

The following is from the pen of a benev- 
olent clergyman of Auburn, N. ¥. We omit| 
some things which he says of us personally, 
that are too laudatory. The article appeared 
originally in the Utica Evangelical Maga- 
zine: 


‘Tue Prisoner’s Frrenp is published in 
Boston by Charles and John M. Spear. This 

ublication is devoted to the abolition of Cap- 
ttal Punishment, to the interests of those who 
are, and those who have been, prisoners,— 
and to the improvement of Prison Discipline. 
Its contents are always interesting in the highest 
degree. In addition to discussions on the above 
topics, and to able articles from a list of most | 
talented and valuable correspondents, it fre- 
quently contains accounts of the journeyings 
and adventures of its indefatigable Editors, 
as they travel from place to place, visitin 
jails and prisons, seeking out the wretetied! 
the guilty, the condemned, in their deary cells, | 
and striving to throw a ray of light and com-| 
fort into their desolate hearts, and to lead 
them back to virtue and usefulness, * * 
May the choicest of Heaven’s blessings de- 
scend upon and crown them with abundant 
success in their labors of love! The ‘ Pris- 
oner’s Friend’ is a favorite in my family. It 
is sought after week by week as it arrives, 
with the utmost interest, by every member, 
from grandmother down to the youngest child, 
that can spell out a syllable! And I rejoice 
that it is so; fora sweet and kindly spirit 
towards the erring and the outeasts, breathes 
through all its columns—such a spirit as L| 
conceive Christ to have manifested in behalf) 
of the blinded victims of sin! The sentiments 
it inculcates distil upon the heart of the 
reader an influence pure, refreshing and in- | 





vigorating, as the morniug dew upon the’. 


flower, and the early and the latter rain, upon | 
the mown grass. Friends of hnmanity !—| 
friends of wise, merciful, salutary laws! fail | 
not to subseribe for the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend. | 
—Terms—$#1 50 in advance—four copies to! 
one address, $5—ten do. do. $10. 


The following is from the Fall River News: 


Tne Prisoner’s Fatenn,—This excellent | 
paper,—the only one in the world devoted to 
the interests of the prisoner,—comes to 


could desire, to aid on your movement. 


temple. 


The Roxbury Almanack and Business Direc- | 


ry, for 1846. By George 4daums, Boston. 


The Cambridge Almanack and Business Di- 
rectoy, for 1847. By George Jdams, Bos- 
ton. 


Weare much pleased with these two Alma- 
nacks. 
such works. He is the well-known publisher 
of the Boston Directory. In the Cambridge 
Directory we find an impression of the new 
Seal. Both works contain important histori- 
cal facts, so that they not only contain good 
almanacks, but a variety of useful informa- 
tion. 
aged. 
French, Washington Street. 











Letter from Rev, D. K. Lee. 
Savtem, Jan. 25, 1847. 

Brotuers Spear: 

Your circular of invitation is before me. 
I had hoped that I could give myself the hap- 
piness, and humanity the small duty to be 
present at your meeting to-morrow night. 
But the prospect now is, that I shall not be 
able to go. 

Believe me, noble brothers, all the sympa- 


thies of my soul rally forth in your mission, and | t 
leap and rejoice in sight of its acheivments, | 


as little children rallied, leaped and rejoiced 
around Jesus, shouting, from their sinless 
souls of love, ‘Hosanna to the Son of Da- 
vid!’ 

Your pleas for the sanctity of human life, 


and your appeals to society, in behalf of dis- | 


charged convicts, are regarded by your friend 
as among the loftiest of those glad morning 
voices which herald a dimly-dawning millen- 
nium. God be with you! 

It has not been in my power to do what I 
But 
My pulpit 
is free for all interests of reform; and to see 


I have not been all the day idle. 


my young society progressing with the age, 
and manifesting more and more interest in the 
works of reformation, I feel more of a pav- 


jtor’s pride, and enjoy more of a pastor’s 
recompense, than if they lavished upon me a 
lordly salary, and worshipped in a gorgeows 


Ihave written abroad for an ap- 


us| Pointment, that I may ask one of you te 


this week, enlarged and greatly improved. | speak to my people ona Sunday. Last week 


It is published weekly in Boston by Messr. C, I made 


and J. M. Spear, at $1 50 per annum, or 
$1 00 for eight months, and is well worth the | 


|seribers to your paper. 


an effort to increase the list of sub- 
So many agents of 


& 


et all friends of the reform in which 
they are efigaged, forward to their publishing F 
office, No. 40 Cornhill, Boston, their names P 
_as subscribers fort e paper, with the advanc, i 





tion, and wish ft cotitinued for another year, | 
When I first stibs¢ribed for it, which was | 


principles were good, and such as every true | 








Sabbath before last we supplied the desk of 


found a good degree of interest on the subject. 
We thank the friends for their kindvess,--c. s. 





Mr. Adams understands preparing / 


We trust Mr. Adams will be encour- | 
Both works are for sale by James | 
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mon. I hope it will be published. We) cree. by which the convicts are no longer to be per- | 
should be happy to aid in cireulating several! mitted to work for tradesmen, to the injury of free | 


thousand copies of it.— J. M. s. | and honest workmen. 


money. The editors of this paper are well | other papers had been before me, that people 
known as philanthropists, and friends of the | seemed tired of the calls, and I only procured 
criminal, and an effort cught to be made to . 
| su;port their periodical generously, and to} 


one in my travels, 
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24 PRISONER’S FRIEND. 
r ‘In every situation where men are impelled | opinion. This man was notorious for beating 





POETRY. : 


THE TRUE CLERGY. | 


BY JOHN PIERPONT. 








Servanss of God most high! 
Who on bis word rely, 
By ancient seers and prophets spoken, 
That all the chains that gall 
The Ethiopian thrall, 
And every yoke shall from his neck be broken : 


Whether in holy zeal 
Ye in your closets kneel, 
Or plead the cause of Freedom in a throng; 
Or through a dauntless press, 
The voice of righteousness, 
Pour forth in torrents deep and clear and strong. 


Give not your labors o’er, 

Because ye’re few and poor, 
Because a lion crouches in your path; 

Because a lawless horde 

Upon your heahs have poured, 
Your heads, unhelmeted, their vials’ wrath. 


The uncient seers, like you, 
To God aud duty true, 
Were in their day reviled, and put to shame. 
Scorned, hated, hunted, they 
From earth have passed away ; 
Their forms have passed away, but not their fame. 


And so your name and fame, 
Which, in these slavish days, 
So many vainly dream are soon to perish; 
As in the coming age, 
They shine on history’s page, 
The proud shall envy, and the good shall cherish. 





LABORER’S ‘THANKSGIVING HYMN. 
BY MARY HOWITT. 


That I must work, I thank thee, God! 
I know that hardship, toil and pain, 
Like rigorous winter in the sod 
Which doth mature the hardy grain, 
Call forth in Man his noblest powers ; 
Therefore I hold my head erect, 
And, amid life’s severest hours, 
Stand steadfast in my self-respect. 





I thank thee, God, that I must toil! 
Yon ermined slave, of lineage high, 
The game-law lord who owns the soil, 
Is not so free a man as I! 
He wears the fetters of his clan; 
Wealth, birth, and rank have hedged him in; 
I heed not this, that Iam Man, 
And to the great in mind akin! 


Thank God, that like the mountain-oak 
My lot is with the storms of life: 
Strength grows from out the tempest’s shock ; 
And patience in the daily strife. 
The horny hand, the furrowed brow, 
Degrade not, howe’er Sloth may deem; 
*Tis this degrades—to cringe and bow, 
And ape the vice we disesteem. 





Thank God for toil, for hardship, whence 
Come courage, patience, hardihood, 
And for that sad experience 
Which leaves our bosom flesh and blood; 
Which leaves us tears for others’ woe! 
Brother in toil, respect thyself; 
And let thy steadfast virtue show 
That man is nobler far than pelf ! 


Thank God for toil; nor fear the face 

Of wealth nor rank: fear only sin, 
That blight which mars all outward grace, 

And dims the light of peace within! 
Give me thy hand, my brother, give 

Thy hard and toil-stained hand to me; 
We are no dreamers, we shall live 

A brighter, better day to see! 





SAUL OF TARSUS. 


BY REV. 








E. TREFFREY. 


No trumpet was blown as the gate they passed, 
Nor banner flung over their fierce array ; 

But they rede like the breath of the desert blast, 
Fleetly and silently passing away: 

Yet many looked on that haughty man, 

Whose eye was the star of that fiery van. 





With frequeut fasts his cheek was paled, 
And there sat a frown on his brow of pride; 
And scorn on his quivering lip prevailed, 
As he thought on the name of the Crucified: 
And his heart was as hard as the steel of his spear, 
To the whispers of pity, or the murmurs of fear. 


On! on! the towers of Damascus are nigh, 

The accursed Nazarines are given to our hand! 
When lo! an ineffable blaze from on high 

Bursts, sudden as thought, on the hurry ing band; 
And the glowing flood of that flashing light 
Dims the cloudless sun in his noon-day height. 


Vain is the speed of the started horse, 
And vain is the force of the glittering spear; 
The seorner hath ended his ruthless course, 
The Victor of Galilee triumpheth here: | 
And his words of mystic spirit appal 
The awe-stricken heart of the prostrate Saul. | 


There is night — , 
et on his eye, and remorse on his 


; As he sits in his chamber, helpless, alone, 
For the deeds woke y | 
: Can Fiches, or blood, or sorrow atone ? 
Yet hope in fair promise the future a 


For the Crucified pleads, and the 


brow, | 
Pp in his memory now, 


rrays, 
Pharisee prays | 


| the happiness of nations. 


PEACE DEPARTMENT. 


ON EARTH PEACE; GOOD WILL TO MEN. 








Testimonies against War. 
WARRIORS, 

We might quote Wexineton himself, the 
conquerer of Napoleon, deploring the evils of 
this custom, and expressing his willingness; 
‘even by the sacrifice of his life, to prevent 
one month of war in a country to which he 
was attached;’ but it is more refreshing to 
hear such a patriot warrior as our own WasH- 
INGTON € reflecting how much more delightful 
to an undebauched mind is the task of ma- 
king improvements on the earth, than all the 
vain glory which can be acquired by ravag- 
ing it by the most uninterrupted eareer of con- 
quests. How pitiful in the eye of reason and 
religion, is that false ambition which desolates 
the world with fire and sword, compared to 
milder virtues of making our fellow men as 
happy as their frail conditions and perishable 
natures will permit them to be! It is time for 
knight-errantry and mad heroism to be at an 
end.’ 

Immediately after the battle of German- 
town, Warner Mifflin, in behalf of the Qua- 
kers, carried to the opposing generals, Wash- 
ington and Howe, the testimony of his breth- 
ren against war; and when Miffiin, after 
Washington was raised to the presidency of 
the United States, visited him in New-York, 
the President, having received him with much 
respect; said, * Will you please, Mr. Mifflin, 
to inform me on what principles you were op- 
posed to the Revolution?’ ‘ Yes, friend Wash- 
ington, on the same principle that I should now 
be opposed to any change in this government. 
All that was ever gained by revolutions, is not 
an adequate compensation to the poor mangled 
soldier for the loss of life or limb’—how much 
more truly he might have added, ‘ for the loss 
of his soul, a gem of more value than all the 
kingdoms of this world.’ Washington, after 


some pause and reflection, replied, ‘ Mr, Mif- | 


flin, I honor your sentiments, there is more in | 
them than mankind have geuerally consider- 
ed.’ 
STATESMEN, 
Maccuiavex himself denounces war as ‘ a 
profession by which men cannot live honora- 


by circumstances, neither their first choice, 
nor their first impulse is to be considered in 
this argument. We must study their senti- 
ments in those moments, when, distracted by 
a thousand excrutiating pains, yet lingering in 
existence, they axe carried off in heaps from 
the fatal field where they have been mowed 
down by the enemy. We must study their 
sentiments in those noisome hospitals where 
they are crowded together, and where the 
sufferings they endure to preserve a languish- 
ing existence, too forcibly prove the value 
they set upon their lives, and the greatness of 
the sacrifice to which they had been exposed. 
We ought more especially to study their sen- 
timents on board those ships on fire in which 
there is but a moment between them and the 
most cruel death; and on those ramparts 
where subterraneous explosion announces, 
that they are in aninstant to be buried under 
a tremendous heap of stonesandrubish. But 
the earth has covered them, the sea has swal- 
lowed them up, and we think of them no 
more. What unfeeling survivors we are! 
While we walk over mutilated bodies, and 
shattered bones, we exult in the glory and 
honor of which we alone are the heirs,’ 








TREATMENT OF ANIMALS. 


‘E would not enter on my list of friends, 
(‘Though graced with polished manners and fine sense, 
Yet wanting sensibility,) the man 

Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.’—Cowper. 











For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
Crnelty to Animals, 


Brotuers Srear:— . 
Tamglad that you intend appropriating a 


portion of your paper to the consideration of 


the subject indicated by the above caption. 
For some time I have felt in no small degree 








the importance of this matter, and have 
wished that some extensive, vigorous, asso- 
ciated action might be taken to ameliorate the 
general condition of those animals domestica- 
ted for the service of man—those dumb 
creatures who cannot plead their own cause 
through the papers or through the medium of 
articulate speech, but who yet form sucha 
considerabie portion of the earth’s inhabi- 











bly; an employment by which the soldier, if 


and rapacious, and cruel. 
who makes war his profession, be otherwise 
than vicious. Have you not a proverb, that 
war makes villains and peace brings them to 
the gallows?’ 

Lorp Crarenpon, illustrious in the annals | 
of England, is very explicit in his denuncia- 
tions of this custom. ‘ Of all the punishments 
and judgments which the provoked anger of 
the divine providenee can pour out upon a 
nation full of trangressions, there is none so 
terrible and destroying as war. A whole city 
on fire is a spectacle replete with horror; but 
a whole kirigdom on fire most be a prospect 
much more terrible, And such is every king- 
dom in war, where nothing flourishes but ra- 
pine, blood and murder. We cannot make a 
more lively representation and emblem to our- 
selves of hell than by the view of a kingdom | 
in war.’ 











‘ They who allow no war to be lawful, have | 
consulted both nature and religion much bet- | 


ter than they who think it may be entered into | 
to comply with the ambition, covetousness, or | 
revenge of the greatest princes and monarchs | 
upon earth; as if God had inhibited only sin- 
gle murders, and left mankind to be massa-| 
ered according to the humor and appetite of | 
unjust and unreasonable men. It is no an-| 
swer to say that this universal suffering is the 
inevitable consequence of war, however waht 
rantably soever entered into, but rather an ar- 
gument that no war can warrantably be enter- 
ed into. It may be upon a stritt survey and 
inquisition into the elements and injunctions | 
of the Christian religion, that no war will be 
found justifiable; and at all events, what can | 


we think of most of those wars which for | 


| some hundreds of years have infested the 


world so much to the dishonor of Christianity, 
and in which the lives of more men have been 
lost than might have served to people all those 
parts of the earth which yet remain without 
inhabitants ?? 


Necxer, the great French financier, ex- 
claims, * With what impatience have I wish- 
ed to discuss this subject, and to expiate on the 
evils which always attend this terrible calami- 


| ty! War, alas, impedes the course of every 


useful plan, exhausts the sources of prosperi- 
ty, and diverts the attention of governors from 
It even suspends, 
sometimes, every idea of justice and humani- 
ty, and instead ofgentle and beneyolent feel- 


ings, it substitutes hostility and hatred, the! 


necessity of oppression, and the rage of deso- 
lation.’ 


he would reap any profit, is obliged to be false, | 
Nor can any man, 


tant; and who, though not like us ‘made a 
little lower than the angels,’ are nevertheless 
apparently but ‘little lower’ than some men. 

I have many times been shocked at the 
sight of a worse than brutal teamster cruelly 
beating his horse, for merely being unable 
(so it has appeared to me) to draw the load 
to which he has been attached. A little more 
than a year ago, | observed, in passing down 
a certain street, a man attempting to convey a 
Joad of coal over a side-walk slightly raised 
above the level of the street, into ayard. He | 
had one horse tackled in the fills, and the | 
other attached to the hinder part of the wag- 
on, so that one might ‘back’ and the other 
pull. It evidently required the simultaneous 
exertion of about all the strength the horses 
possessed to accomplish the work demanded, 
But they did not keep time with each other in 
their movements—when one was exerting 


his cattle, and even for swearing at them! for 
though he was a zealous religionist, and would 
at times pray lustily, he not unfrequently 
adopted the more ‘popular recognition of the 
Infinite,’ as Emerson would eal! it. In speak- 
ing of the duty enjoined upon us, to ‘ do justly, 
love merey,’ &c., 1 remarked feelingly upon 
the practice of mal-treating animals; and 
said, We read that a ‘ merciful man is merci- 
ful to his beast.” I made no pretence of 
quoting the sentiment with verbal exactness, 
although I then thought, notwithstanding I 
had rea the Bible considerably, that I had 
the language about right. ‘The man to whom 
I have referred immediately elbowed the per- 
son who sat next to him, and said in a half- 
whisper, ‘It don’t read. so!’ He, like many 
others, was scrupulously exact in relation to 
the letter of the scriptures. His oxen and 
his horse woul! have fared better, and his 
reading of the Bible and praying would have 
been just as acceptable to our Father, had he 
always been equally scrupulous to treat kind- 
ly the poor dumb creatures within his power. 
His quickness to detect and comment upon 
the slight verbal inaccuracy I committed in the 
matter of scripture quotation, showed that ke 
was somewhat pricked in his conscience. 
Whether the citation had any reformatory 
effect upon him or not, I am unable to say. 
But it will do bim and all of us no harm to 
bear in mind the sentiment, which is expressed 





as follows:—‘ A righteous man regardeth the 
life of his Yeast: but the tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel.” Prov. xii. 10. 

Beating is not the only cruel treatment that 
animals receive from man. It iscruel to keep 
a horse half-starved just to save a little 
money. It is cruel to drive a horse so fast.as 
to throw him into a profuse perspiration, and 
tie his nose toa post, and leave him there, 
without any covering, during this cold weath- 
er, for the space of two or three hours. 


I have been informed that not many years 
ago, a member of the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture, who usually rode into the city every day, 
from his residence, was in the habit of 
leaving his horso standing in front of the 
State House, during the time the legislature 
was in session, even when the thermameter 
was below zero. It would have cost a little 
something to have had him sheltered and en- 
tertained at a stable. 

A great deal has been said (and justly said, 
in my opinion) about the rights of laborers, 
the ‘ rights of women,’ &c. One person has 
written in behalf of the ‘rights of children.’ 
fam glad, Br. Spear, to see. that you go in 
for the rights of horses. The animal creation 
have aclaim upon our merciful regard, es- 
pecially when they serve us so faithfully. 
Human beings, in the present cycle of their 
existence, are animals—animals of the high- 
est grade. There isa conventional meaning 
attached to the word ‘animal,’ which may 
have operated to make us in a degree Jess 
mindful than we otherwise should have been 
of the comfort of brutes. But strictly defined, 
animal means ‘a living corporeal creature.’ 
Of late, I have, while riding, conscientious- 
ly refrained from all use of the whip; though 





himself to the utmost, the other would he! 
panting and taking rest; and then when the 
latter was putting forth all his energies, the 
former would be gathering strength for a 
fresh start. As a consequence of this self- 
thwarting mode of doing business, the load | 
was moved only a few feet distant from the 


! 


the animals most unmercifully, without ac-| 
complishing any thing, however, towards | 
conveying the load to its destinatian. I felt | 
so disagreeably at witnessing his barbarity, | 
that (although he was an entire stranger to | 
me) I ventured to speak. to him a word of 
loving rebuke. He said nothing—did not | 
even raise his eyes to look at me—turned | 
neither to the right nor left—but, evidently 
chagrined, walked straightway to the horse 
he had vainly tried by blows to urge ahead, | 
and taking hold of his bridle, spake coaxingly | 
to him. 
other animal in the same manner, the two | 


. . ‘ | 
exerting themselves in concert, and in twe or 


A person standing by, addressed the 


three minutes the heayily-loaded wagon | 


reached the desired spot. Whether the! 
thought of this last and easy mode of proce- | 
dure flashed upon the man just before he tried | 
it, or whether he was previously too willful | 


| to adopt it, I cannot say. 


Some men are crucl to animals, as much, | 
perhaps from habit or thougAtlesness, as from | 
real harshness of disposition. A word fitly | 
spoken to such may help themselves; and | 
they will afterwards be grateful for the utter- 
ance of that word. 


On a Sunday afternoon, some six or seven 

. . | 

years ago, I was preaching on the subject} 
treated of in Micah, vi. 6—8. Among those | 


, who composed the audience was a man di- 


I always find one in the chaise, when I hire. 
To have the reform thoroughly effectual, we 
must, I think, become tee-total-ers, ‘Touch 
not, taste not, handle not’ the inhuman whip! 
If the most effectual way to banish war be te 
discountenance the training of men to the 
use of war-like instruments, how shall we 


beer: hae The teamster fell to beating | abolish eruelty to animals but by abolishing | 
The idea | 


the instruments of that cruelty? 
suggested by this query may (in the present 


stage of this reform!) be deemed rather | 


radical, Perhaps some will cal] it an ‘ infi- 
del’ sentiment! But although it may clash 
with the opinions of some, I have no reason 
to believe it unworthy of our serious econsid- 
eration, 

Having observed the heading of the new 
department in the Prisoner’s Friend, my mind 
was struck with the propriety of the arrange- 
ment; 


not well keep my hand back from writing 
this article. If [come in possession of any 
facts which I think will be of interest in their 
bearing upon this subject, I will send you a 
record of them. 

Yours for suffering humanity and 


mal-treated animals, 
J. PRINCE. 
Danvers, Jan, 21, 1847. 





BRUTALITY TO BRUTES. 


«A man of kindness to his beast is kind, 
But brutal actions show a brutal mind ; 
RemMeEMBER! he who made thee, made the brute; 


| Who gave thee speech and reason, form’d him mute. | 


for a badly treated horse, or ox, is | 





| 





’ | 
‘surely an unfortunate prisoner. And I could 


| 
| 


| 


} 
| 


TELS GHULID’S PRINEND. 

















Repining and Repentance. 


*O dear, I wish I could go about a little, 
like other girls,’ said Emily Putnam, as in 
no very pleasant humor she took some sew- 
ing work into her hands, ‘mother is always 
wanting me to help her.’ 

A few of Emily’s school-mates had set out 
a few minutes before on an excursion in search 
of berries, and she felt much disappointed at 
not being allowed to accompany them. In- 
stead of feeling thankful that she could assist 
a little the kind mother who had always been 
doing so much for her, she repined because 
she required her help upon a piece of needle 
work, which it was necessary to complete 
before the next morning. 

Mrs. Putnam’s health was very feeble. 
The fearful heetie had already made its ap- 
pearance upon her cheek, and her strength 
was fast failing. Emily, however, did not 
know this. She had solong been accustomed 
to see her mother appear ill and weak, that 
she did not think so seriously about it as she 
would otherwise have done. She did not 
anticipate losing the kind parent, whose love 
had always made so much of her happiness. 
If she had, she would not have objected to 
lighten her labor by making a slight sacrifice. 

Emily proceeded very slowly with her 
needle work. She was dissatisfied, and sullen, 
and unwilling to make an effort to go on rap- 
idly and well. After she had been employed 
about an hour, her mother took it to examine, 
and found that much of what she had done 
must be taken out. ‘This circumstance helped 
to increase Emily’s discontent and trouble. 
She spoke impatiently and disreepectfully to 
her mother, and resumed her work more 
unwillingly than she had taken it at first. 
Mrs, Putnam was grieved, and said in a tone 
of mild reproach, ‘ You may not always have 
yeur mother with you, Emily; and if she 
sheuld be taken away, you would feel sorry 
that you did not try to help her with less re- 
luctance.’ 
the before sullen girl. Tears started to her 
eyes, and she bé@gan to see her fault in its 
proper light. Her mother had been called 
from the room, just as she had spoken, and 
when after a few minutes she returned, she 
found her daughter truly penitent. 

The remainder of the afternoon, the repeut- 
ant girl worked willingly and indastriously, 
and before it was time to light the lamps for 
the evening, the task was completed. 

It was an afternoon inthe middle of sum- 
mer that the circumstance just related took 
place. And ere the autumn winds had given 
place to winter, the remains of Emily’s mother 
were consigned to the lowly tomb. 

Years have since pussed away, but the 
scenes of that afternoon are indelibly im- 
pressed upon the memory of the bereaved 
daughter.—Ch. Watchman. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


| Nantucket, - - Isaac Austin, 
Annisquam, - «+ ‘'T.A. Smith. 
Taunton, - - Ben). Spinney, 
Hyannis, - ~ Capt. C. Goodspeed, 
Orleans, - -  &§. Higgins. 
Altleboro’ , - - Noah Jackman. 
Leominster, 2 - M. Polly. 
Woburn, - - Nathan Wyman. 
East Medway, - - Rev.Wm. Coe. 
Weymouth, - ~ Darins Smith. 
Readiny, - - E. Munroe. 
Worcester, - - Wm. R. Bliss. 
Salisbury, - - Jonathan Fowler. 
Danvers, - - Postmaster, 
New Bedford, « - Jobn Bailey, 
Norton, - - H. Bates. 
Brewster, - - G. Higgins, P. M. 
Truro, - Rev. Mr. Clark. 
Marblehead, - J. 8. Hammond. 
Hubbardston, - - J. A. Waite. 
Holliston, - - Hiram A. Morse. 
Needham, : - E. K. Whitaker. 
Ashfield, - - Leonare Church. 
Ashby, - . Rev.W. P. Huntington. 
Edgarton, - - Capt. C. Thaxter, 
Medford, - Timothy Cotting. 

VERMONT. 

| Barre, - - Rev. Mr. Sanborn. 
Woodstock, - - Haskell & Palmer. 

| Brattleboro,’ - - Dr. Spaulding. 

| Montpelier, - - E. K. Rowell. 

MAINE, 

Dexter, - - Asa Spooner. 

| NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

| Milford, - - Leonard Chase. 
Halifax, - - Rev. I. Thompson. 


He can’t complain,—but God's all-seeing eye | 


Beholds thy cruelty,—he hears his cry. 


He was design’d thy servant, and thy drudge; | 


jametrically opposed to me in_ religious | But know that his Creator is thy Judge.’ 


NEW-YORK. 

Ira Curtis, 
MICHIGAN. 

Adrian, Lenawee Co. W. W. Hebbard. 

Kalamazoo, - - W. H. Gray. 


Auburn, 




















ae 
innum, 
ed if ne 
lou 


Te 


CHA 
JOH. 





How 
have pa 
then wri 





These words reached the heart of 


ef the | 
mail it te 

N. B. 
tinue sen 
prid for. 
time exp 
that effe: 





Be cheer 
And a 
We will 
Shoulc 
We w 
— Nor with 
; But ra 





\3 onwt 
Towa 
‘The nob! 
Soon 3 
Seeking | 
Life’s 
With los 
k 

18 The leas 
To act 
We, i 
With tir 
We will 
Whict 

j But w 





Each oth 
The il 
There is 
The t 





The pre 


Onwia 
W here " 
u 


bo 


i Far 
3 Far 
Far 
| Far 


: Fur 
Far 
Tar 


— 
ot 





4 
ee ee ee ee | 





